
Lesson 1

Knowing God

To love God, we must first come to know Him. Notice that I say "come to know" God. Man does not 
automatically, by right of birth, know God. Rather he must, at some point, choose to do so. 

In this first study we focus our attention on how man comes to know the living God. To do this let us consider a 
story from the Acts of the Apostles which tells of how one man long ago, in a rather dramatic way, came to a 
knowledge of God. 

The story begins when St. Paul and his traveling companion, Silas, stopped over in a northern Greek town called 
Philippi. Here they got into trouble and were cast into prison. Read about this in Acts 16:11-24. We pick up the 
story in verse 25:
 

But about midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns unto God, and the prisoners were  
listening to them; and suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison-
house were shaken: and immediately all the doors were opened, and every one's bands were loosed.  
And the jailor, being roused out of sleep and seeing the prison doors open, drew his sword and was  
about to kill himself, supposing that the prisoners had escaped. But Paul cried with a loud voice, saying,  
“Do thyself no harm: for we are all here.”  And he called for lights and sprang in, and, trembling for fear,  
fell down before Paul and Silas, and brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” And  
they said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus, and thou shalt be saved, thou and thy house.” And they spake the  
word of the Lord unto him, with all that were in his house. And he took them the same hour of the night,  
and washed their stripes; and was baptized, he and all his, immediately. And he brought them up into his  
house, and set food before them, and rejoiced greatly, with all his house, having believed in God.  ASV

A. Analysis of Facts

Let us delve in depth into this story to see what we can learn about knowing God. To do this we must 
first make sure that we have all the facts of the story clearly in mind. Answer from the text the simple 
questions below as an exercise in observing facts. Once this is done, it will be easy to get at the 
meaning of the facts. 

1. List the seven people or groups of people named in this story (two answers are already given).

A. B.

C.  God D.

E. F. Household

G.

2. At what time did this earthquake take place?

______________________________________________________________________

3. What were Paul and Silas doing before the earthquake?

______________________________________________________________________



The prisoners?___________________________________________________________

The jailer and his household?________________________________________________

4. What three effects did the earthquake have on the jail?

A. B.

C.

5. Why did the jailer want to kill himself?

______________________________________________________________________

6. What was the jailer's reaction when he discovered that the prisoners were still there?

______________________________________________________________________
 

7. What was the jailer's first question?

______________________________________________________________________

What was their answer?___________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

8. What two things did Paul and Silas do for the jailer and his family?

A.____________________________________________________________

B. ___________________________________________________________

What did the jailer do for them?

A.____________________________________________________________

B.____________________________________________________________

C.____________________________________________________________

9. What final emotion does the jailer express?

________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

B.  Analysis of Meaning

Noting the facts in a passage is the first step in any Bible study.  But facts alone are rather useless things.  



The real question is, “What do these facts mean?”  The questions following will help discover the meaning of 
the passage.  These questions will be a bit harder than the first ones we answered.

10. How did Paul and Silas take this calamity of being tossed into jail?

_______________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________

In comparison, what are the reactions of the jailer to his calamity?

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

11. A miracle has occurred and the jailer knows it.  The jail doors have been opened and the prisoners' 
fetters have fallen off (as noted in question 4 above).  The jailer realizes that God has been at work here. 
He had probably heard Paul preaching in town (in a small town everyone would be aware of Paul's 
preaching), and now Paul's words make sense and the jailer realizes that he needs to come to God 
personally.

Each of us, at some point in our lives, realizes that we need to come to God. The jailer was driven by 
these extraordinary events to see that he needed God. What caused you to realize that you needed to 
come to know God?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

12. The jailer asks, “What must I do to be saved?” (Q. 7).  Saved from what?  A man needing to be “saved” 
is in some sort of trouble.  For example, a man drowning needs to be saved from the water.

The Philippian jailer needed to be saved from his sin.  Because of his sin, he was cut off from God.  He 
couldn't know God.  His sin was a barrier to knowing God who is pure and without sin.  (The apostle 
Paul explains this idea of sin more fully in his letter to the Ephesians, Ch. 2:1-10.)

The same is true for each of us.  No matter who we are or how good we try to be, our inner natures are 
still basically sinful.  Our sinful natures become evident when our tempers flare up, when we sneak out 
to do something we ought not to do, etc.  Perhaps the Philippian jailer realized as a result of his terror 
that he had a sinful nature from which he needed to be saved.

What about you?  Have you recognized that you, like every other person, need to be saved from your 
sin?  How did you come to recognize this?

13. According to this passage in Acts, how is one "saved" from sin? Or, in other words, how does one come 
to know God? 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Notice that there are three parts to this key phrase, "Believe in the Lord Jesus." First we must "believe."  
Now the way the Bible uses the word "believe" is interesting. To "believe" in the Biblical sense doesn't  
mean just to give a nod of the head and say: "These facts are nice and I guess I believe them." Rather 



the word "believe" means "to put one's trust in something." 

By way of illustration, You can say you "believe" that an airplane can carry you from one place to another. 
This is not "believe" in the Biblical sense. But when you get on that plane and trust your life to it to fly you 
to your destination then you are "believing" in the Biblical sense. In other words, you have acted on the 
basis of your intellectual convictions. 

But believe in what? This is the second part of the phrase; we must believe in "the Lord Jesus." We must 
believe one main thing: that the Lord Jesus, by His death, made it possible for us to be saved from our 
sin. And remember "to believe" means that you put your complete trust in Jesus to save you. 

How does one believe "in" the Lord Jesus? This is the third part of the phrase. William Barclay2 answers 
this. 

The Bible speaks of the man who "believes in the Son of God."  There is a wide difference between  
believing a man and believing in a man.  If we believe a man, we do no more than accept the fact  
that whatever statement he may be making at the moment is true.  All that we are saying is that in a  
particular case we believe that he is telling the truth.  If we believe in a man, we accept the whole  
man and all that he stands for in complete confidence and trust.  We would not only be prepared to  
trust his spoken word; we would also be prepared to trust ourselves and our life to him.  To believe in  
Jesus Christ is not simply to accept what He says as true, it is to commit all life into His hands and  
into His direction; it is to place ourselves in His hands in time and in eternity. 

2The Letters of John and Jude (The Daily Study Bible), translated and interpreted by William Barclay; 
Edinburgh: The Saint Andrew Press; Philadelphia: The Westminster Press; 1961; p. 133. Used by 
permission. 

Have you believed in the Lord Jesus and asked Him to save you from your sin? 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

14. The final response of the jailer is to rejoice (question 9). How different from his first reaction of fear, 
despair, and trembling (question 6). How can you describe your reactions at coming to know God by 
believing in Christ? 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION 

Supposing Jesus was the Son of God, is basic Christianity merely an acquiescence in this truth? No. Once  
persuaded of the deity of Christ's person, we must examine the nature of His work. For what purpose did He visit  
this world? The Biblical answer is "He came into the world to save sinners." Jesus of Nazareth is the heaven-
sent Savior whom we sinners need. We need to be forgiven and to be restored to fellowship with the all-holy  
God, from Whom our sins have separated us. We need to be set free from our selfishness and given strength to  
live up to our ideals. We need to learn to love one another, friend and foe alike. This is the meaning of  
"salvation." This is what Christ came to win for us by His death and resurrection. 

Then is basic Christianity the belief that Jesus is the Son of God who came to be the Savior of the world? No, it  
is not even that. To assent to Christ's divine person, to acknowledge man's need of salvation, and to believe in  
Christ's saving work are not enough. Christianity is not just a creed; it involves action. Our intellectual belief may  
be beyond criticism, but we must translate our beliefs into deeds. 

What must we do, then? We must commit ourselves, heart and mind, soul and will, home and life, personally  
and unreservedly to Jesus Christ. We must humble ourselves before Him. We must trust in Him as our Savior  
and submit to Him as our Lord; and then go on to take our place as faithful members of the Church and  
responsible citizens in the community. 



From Basic Christianity

by John R.W. Stott
London:  Inter-Varsity
Fellowship; pg. 8
(Chicago: Inter-Varsity Press
Grand Rapids:  Wm. B. Eerdmans)

FOR YOUR BOOKSHELF
1. Becoming a Christian by J.R.W. Stott; London:  Inter-Varsity Fellowship; Chicago:  Inter-Varsity Press.  A 

concise statement, by an Anglican minister, of just what a man must do to become a Christian, including 
statements on the cost of taking such a step.

2. Basic Christianity by J. R. W. Stott; London: Inter-Varsity Fellowship; Chicago: Inter-Varsity Press; Grand 
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A very interesting booklet written for those still considering committing their life to God. 

4. Peace With God by Billy Graham; New York: Pocket Books, Inc. Written in his familiar preaching-style, 
i.e. the basic Gospel message presented on the background of current events, this book has helped 
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5. How to Become a Christian by Samuel Shoemaker; New York: Harper & Row. 
“A fine, informative, gracious and winning statement of the formula for accepting Jesus Christ and 
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